
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US 
ACTS 2.1-13  

 
Well Happy Birthday.   
Did you know it was your birthday, today?  Our birthday?  
The Church’s Birthday?  No, not the birthing or founding of FUMC, 
but we celebrate today the birthing of the church universal, 
 the church of Jesus Christ. 
Today marks the birthday…many years ago,a Pentecost Day marked the birth. 
 
Here is how it came about… 
Forty days after His resurrection,  
Jesus was with his disciples and then he left them,   
 he ascended into heaven. 
He told the disciples to go to Jerusalem and wait- 
wait for the Holy Spirit. 
 
Then 10 days later, Acts 2.1 says, �����������	
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the birthday of the Christian community, the birthday of the church.  



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU…HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US!!! 
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2-THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVICTS.  Verse 3,  
“They saw tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.” 
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-Now there were staying in Jerusalem (check the center of the map) God-fearing Jews from 
every nation under heaven. .When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. /Utterly amazed, 
they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 0Then how is it that each of us 
hears them in his own native language? 1Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of 
Mesopotamia, (On the map Iran and Iraq-to the east of Jerusalem-on your right) Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 23Phrygia and Pamphylia, (Map-to the north-Turkey) Egypt and 
the parts of Libya near Cyrene;(Map-to the south, Egypt, Libya) visitors from Rome 22 (both 
Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs (Map-to the west, Italy and Greece-your left), 
we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" 2�Amazed and perplexed, 
they asked one another, "What does this mean?"  
 
First notice that these people were from all directions, they came to the festival, 
heard the Gospel and would return homes to do what-to share what they had heard. 
Second, notice that the Galileans were speaking in their own tongue and  
all these different tribes heard the Gospel in their native language. 
 



The Holy Spirit helps us communicate with God and with one another. 
 
We know the Holy Spirit does help us speak to and about God.  Listen 
Romans 8.26-7, “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.   
We do not know what we ought to pray for,  
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.” 
 
Mother Mary came to visit cousin Elizabeth and in Luke 1.42  “Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and in a loud voice she exclaimed…” 
 
In the first chapter of Luke, Elizabeth’s husband, papa Zechariah in obedience, 
named his new son John, was filled with the Holy Spirit, and then praises God. 
He sings about the wonderful character of God and all the things God will do. 
 
In the second chapter of Luke it is Simeon’s turn, verse 25, This faithful old man 
has been in the temple all these years and  “He was waiting for the consolation 
 of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  Moved 
by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts…Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God saying…”  
 
The Holy Spirit helps our communication with God and others. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU…HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT CREATES…CONVICTS…HELPS COMMUNICATE 
And lastly THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVERTS, the Holy Spirit changes lives. 
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